
 

 

 

UK’S ONLY INDEPENDENT WOMEN’S PRESS 
CELEBRATES 25 YEARS OF WELSH WOMEN’S WRITING 

 
 

PRESS RELEASE 

 
Honno, Welsh Women’s Press, is launching its twenty-fifth 

anniversary celebrations this spring with an anthology of 

great women’s writing from the last quarter of a century.  

 

And of the publication of All Shall Be Well, 25 at 25, at this 

year’s Hay Festival is just the start of a string of events and 

fundraising activities to mark the silver anniversary. 

 

Honno began back in the eighties after a group of 

determined volunteers met around the kitchen table in a 

Cardiff house with the ambition to set up a Welsh women’s 

press - to increase the opportunities for Welsh women in publishing and bring Welsh 

women's literature to a wider public.  Twenty five years later Honno publishes seven titles 

a year and is the only independent women’s press in the UK. 

 

The first two books, one in Welsh and one in English, were published on March 1, 1987, 

telling the stories of two inspirational Welsh women. And over the years the press has 

published more than a hundred titles, including twenty-eight fiction and non-fiction 

anthologies of Welsh women’s writing, telling their stories and experiences. It also 

published the influential Classics series, which brings back into print great women writers 

from Wales’ past. 

 

Today Honno is based in Aberystwyth and is committed to a future of publishing quality 

women’s writing from Wales. Its authors over the years have included Sian James, Malorie 

Blackman, Tessa Hadley, Lindsay Ashford, Patricia Duncker, Kitty Sewell and many more, 

and there have been a number of high-profile awards, including most recently Bethan 

Darwin’s novel Back Home winning the Aur Pur Award 2010 and Cold Enough to Freeze 

Cows  by Lorraine Jenkin being shortlisted for the People's Book Prize 2011. 



 

As one of the founder members, Rosanne Reeves, who is still on the committee today, 

remembers: 

 

“None of the publishing houses in Wales were particularly interested in promoting 

Women's literature or writers, especially not in English.  There was a tradition of publishing 

Welsh language material by winners of competitions in the National Eisteddfod by the 

traditional presses, who would then pursue these particular authors. But the thought of 

going out to look for new female talent and female voices was not a priority.”  

 

“It was in the 80s that Greenham Common started, when women from Cardiff marched to 

the base;  Welsh Women's Aid extended to rural Wales; the Miners Strike brought women 

of the valleys out of their kitchens, to return to their old kitchens empowered; … and a 

political branch of the Women's Section of Plaid Cymru was developed. 

 

The opportunity to sell women's literature became a possibility - the influence of Virago, 

The Women's Press, Spare Rib and Onlywomen, and the Attic Press in Ireland led the 

way. But of course Wales was different from England and there was a gap in the market in 

Wales for books which were relevant to the women of Wales, in both languages.” 

 

Current editor, Penny Thomas, said: 

 

“Honno makes a key contribution to women’s writing in Wales, encouraging new writing 

and publishing an impressive range of novels, anthologies and non-fiction writing to suit 

many tastes. 

 

“The Honno Classics series is an enormously valuable contribution to Welsh literature, and 

the new anthology, All Shall be Well, is a wonderful celebration of the range of talented 

writers published by Honno over the last quarter of a century, a time of large-scale social 

and political change for women. 

 

“Our publication schedule is forward looking and will include 25 e-books from our current 

and back list titles.” 

 

ENDS 

For further information, please contact Helena Earnshaw 

press@honno.co.uk / 01970 623150 / www.honno.co.uk 



 

Editor’s Notes 

 

1. Definition: We decided to call our company Honno, and many who do not speak 

Welsh ask what this means. It has no English equivalent. There are three ways of 

referring to ‘her’ in Welsh: “hon” means “this one here”; “honna”, that one over 

there” and “honno”: that one (feminine) who is elsewhere.” 

 

2. The first two Honno books were Buwch ar y Lein and The Autobiography of 

Elizabeth Davis. 

 

Buwch ar y Lein is the diary of Hafina Clwyd who was part of the golden era of the 

London Welsh in the 1950s and 1960s. Described as one of the liveliest women 

journalists ever produced in Wales, Hafina helped form Clwb Llyfrau Cymraeg, a 

forerunner of the Welsh books council, became mayor of Ruthin town council, and 

was awarded the white robe order of the Gorsedd of Bards for her services to 

journalism in Wales. 

 

The Autobiography of Elizabeth Davis was a republication of the story of the 

nineteenth century Welsh woman Elizabeth Davis, also known as Betsy 

Cadwaladyr, the 'Balaclava nurse'. A unique record, it recalls on the one hand, the 

ordinary life of domestic service and on the other, Elizabeth Davis' extraordinary 

experiences travelling to many exotic parts of the world as a companion and ladies 

maid. Her time as a hospital nurse in Balaclava in the Crimea, where she served 

under Florence Nightingale, is a central part of her life story. 

 

3. To celebrate the anniversary we are holding many events through the year - 

appearing at Hay, Penfro, Dinefwr and the XX Festivals and the Eisteddfod, running 

writing courses at Ty Newydd and Aberystwyth Arts Centre, holding competitions 

via our website, launching a call for submissions later in the year, and many more 

celebratory events to come. 

 

4. To see a complete history of Honno with images go to: www.honno.co.uk/25.php 

 

 

 

 



 

5. Quotes to commemorate Honno’s Anniversary: 
 

“Honno so magnificently lives up to the headline – “great books, great writing, great women!”. 

Welsh women, Welsh women’s history, and literature owe a great deal to the ground breaking work 

undertaken by the team, past and present, at Honno. I certainly owe a debt of gratitude for the 

publication of my heroine, Elizabeth Andrews’s autobiography A Woman’s Work is Never Done.” 

Glenys Kinnock 

 

“Hooray for Honno! For a quarter of a century its classic and contemporary titles have been 

reminding us why Welsh women's voices should be nurtured and celebrated, why Welsh women's 

writing should be read and re-read. Wales, the UK, and the British literary scene would all be the 

poorer without Honno. I wish it every possible success as it heads into its next twenty-five years.” 

Sarah Waters  

 

“I congratulate Honno on their magnificent achievements through 25 years. Supporting, 

encouraging Welsh women writers to make their creative Celtic voices heard, spiritually, 

intellectually and emotionally. To flourish and achieve the recognition they undeniably deserve. 

Continue to blossom, you beautiful, bountiful, utterly brilliant female force!!!”  

Molly Parkin 

 

"Twenty five years ago Honno began a revelatory Publishing History that has become an essential 

facet of the whole Culture of Wales.From Classics,forgotten or neglected,to contemporary work 

across the creative and critical divides,it is Honno which has placed writing by and about women 

where it should always have been,at the centre of our past understanding and our future 

sensibility."  

Dai Smith 

 

"Well done to my sisters at Honno Press. The press turns 25 years young today. And during this 

time it has achieved simply remarkable things – shining a light on treasures from our tradition, 

providing a platform for exciting contemporary authors and being an all-round fantastic indie. 

Llongyfarchiadau! (And on St David's Day / World Book Day, too.)"  

Kathryn Gray 

 

“Honno's story is one of heroic and necessary endurance; for a quarter of a century it's workers 

have committed themselvs to discovering new and innovative voices and to resurrecting unjustly 

neglected ones. A wonderful and incredible achievement that proves the colossal value of the 

written word.”  

Niall Griffiths 

 

“We are so fortunate in Wales to have Honno. Thanks to the foresight and commitment of a small 

group of Welsh women back in the 1980s ,Honno has done a brilliant job in republishing classic 

works of fiction by long-forgotten Welsh women authors and at the same time provides a superb 

platform for present day women writers. Honno has provided a great service not only in rescuing 

Welsh Women’s History but in presenting it in a lively and informative way to a new audience.” 

Deirdre Beddoe 

 

 


